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Hello everyone, 
Great to see the sun again after some horrendous weather of 
late. We hope everyone stayed safe during that period  
and is now back out enjoying some golf! 
 

Firstly, would like to give a special  
mention to two of our staff members,  
Dale Williamson and Luke Malcolm.  
Dale plays on the Australasian PGA  
Tour and has had some great results in 
the past few weeks with two top 10  
finishes and a 4th place at the NSW  
Open. (See picture right). There were  
plenty of NTGC members out there in  
support of Dale. These results were  
crucial as Dale has now secured his Tour Card for the 2022. 
 

Luke Malcolm has just started his PGA of Australian pathways 
program which is a 3-year course that will see him become a 
fully qualified Golf Professional at the end of his time. Luke 
will be required to play tournaments, learn about coaching 
and club repairs along with a significant amount of business 
studies.  Next time you see the lads wish them all the best! 
 

Plenty more happening below, so enjoy! See you all soon! 
 

James Macdonald  

Senior Professional 

 

 

 

 

                 MEMBER SPOTLIGHT 
 

The member in spotlight this issue is  
Rhonda Purvis who is a secondary  
school teacher and she clearly loves her  
golf. 
 

How long have you been playing golf for? 
I was having lessons with Tiffany Mika in  
2015 and would go to Terrey Hills Practice  
Range to try what she had taught. Then teaching became 
too busy to continue with regular lessons, so I could only 
have the occasional lesson which continued until I moved 
from Mona Vale to St Ives in 2020. As my brother and two 
sisters play golf well, I decided I should take up lessons 
again and join North Turramurra Golf Club which I did in 
2020 and have been playing competition golf here on both 
Saturday and Sunday ever since. (I am a reasonable tennis 
player and realise I won't be able to play tennis forever- 
hence the decision to try to improve my golf.) 
 

Favourite golfing memory? 
I believe meeting Sheila Hughes, Cheryl Worral and Ali 
Claypole would be my favourite memory as I really enjoy 
their company and they are all so encouraging in every 
competition. As far as the actual playing golf, my favourite 
memory would have to be one of my drives out distanced 
Sheila's and that's saying something as the distances she 
reaches are amazing. 
 

Golfing goals for 2021? 
My golfing goal for 2021 is to reduce my handicap to 25 or 
lower- I am not doing too well achieving that at the 
moment, but I will persevere as I would like to be equal to 
my siblings and surprise them. 
 

Favourite hole at North Turramurra? 
My favourite hole would be the 1st as this is the one I tend 
to score on consistently. Favourite also, as it's a beautiful 
time in the morning when we tee off. 
 

What brings you to North Turramurra every week? 
I look forward to both Saturday and Sunday mornings as 
on Saturday James is always there with a welcoming, 
friendly smile and I really enjoy playing the comp with 
Sheila and Cheryl - Ali doesn't play as it's too early for her. 
We have such fun as well as being serious about our play. 
On Sundays, it is usually Luke who greets me who is also 
so friendly and encouraging. After a busy week of 
teaching, it is so rewarding playing golf. 
 

Who’s your dream 4 ball? 
My "dream 4 ball" would be Rory McIlroy, Annika 
Sorenston and Cameron Smith and of course "moi". BUT I 
love the "dream 4" with whom I play now- Sheila Hughes, 

Cheryl Worral and Ali Claypole. 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
                    Elite Golf Charity Golf Day 
 

Wednesday 28
th

 April 2021 
7am Shotgun start 

18 Hole Golf Ambrose Competition 
Teams of 4 people 

 
Golf, Lunch & Raffle Ticket - $50 per Person  

 
Get in early as there is limited availability.  Book directly at the 

Pro Shop and reserve cart now if you want one. 

 
If you can’t attend you might like to make a donation to this very 

worthy day supporting Camp Quality.  Follow this link. 

 
Camp Quality Golf Day Donations 

 

 

 



 

2020 NORTH TURRAMURRA GOLF  PENNANTS 
This Major Pennant Season, Golf NSW and Division 
5 saw a new team enter the fray. For the first time 
in the Club’s rich history, Royal North Turramurra 
Golf Course competed and was hungry for a title in 
our maiden year. 
 

The team consisted of: 
Darshan Shivalkar (C)  Boby Tran  
Rodney Edenhofner Will Soo  
Matthew Maher  Jamie Gardiner 
Clayton Currie  Dylan Viera 
Warren Gibson  Matthew Levett  
Michael Li   Roy Williams  
 
With not a lot of expectation, we stunned the 
division and had a win away in the first week at 
Hurstville, with our Captain Darshan sending his 
opponent out of the team for the rest of the 
season with a convincing win of 8&7 and the team 
winning 4.5-2.5. 
  
However Hurstville was out for revenge back at 
our course, completing a route beating us 5.5-1.5.  
With the only bright spot being Matt Maher's 3&2 
victory. 
 
The next few weeks for the team were forgettable 
ones against Macarthur Grange.  Week 3 away, 
saw three of our matches go down the last hole to 
lose 4.5-2.5. Week 4 at home we lost 4-3 with 2 
matches going down the last hole. 
 

 
Even with our poor start to the season, we still had a 
chance of making the finals if we were able to beat 
Rosnay twice. Unfortunately, in Week 5 we had 
another two matches go down the last hole to lose 
4.5-2.5. 
 
Week 6 saw three new additions to the side, eager to 
try getting their maiden win.  Even though our season 
was over, the boys were keen to get revenge and 
finish off the season with a win. The team fought hard 
and secured a 3.5-3.5 draw with again three matches 
going down the last hole. Special mention goes to 
Michael Li, who got a 1 up victory in his first pennant 
match at 12 years old! 
 
In a summary of the season, I believe the boys made a 
great effort in our maiden year, with some of the team 
members being their first experience in match play. 
We had a total of 15 matches go down to the last hole 
which shows how close the team was in securing a few 
more wins. 
 

James and I are very pleased to announce that the 
MVP for this season (player voted) is our captain 
Darshan Shivalkar by 1 vote. His leadership of the 
team and being one of the most consistent performers 
I believe edged him out on top amongst his other team 
members.  
 
                                           Kind Regards,  Bryce Hohnen 

 

 

NTGC 2021 
Major Pennants 

Team 
 

(From Left)  
Clayton Currie,  
Matty Maher,  
Jamie Gardiner,  
Will Soo,  
Rod Edenhofner, 
Darshan Shivalkar (C),  
Boby Tran,  
Luke Malcolm (Mgr)  
 
(Not all players were 
present for the photo) 

 
 



  

Newsletter input is invited and should be 
sent to James Macdonald at 
james@elitegolfnsw.com.au   

or to Rob Murphy at murphyffoz@gmail.com 
 

GOLF ADVICE COLUMN 
with Roger That 
 

Dear Roger, 
I am a high handicap golfer 
and I would like some advice on 
playing the 8th hole, particularly in 
approaching the green.  I usually 
have a choice of the rough on the 
left, the tree in the middle or a 
choice of two bunkers.  Whilst there 
may be a lot of available air-space in 
this area, I never seem to be able to 
thread my ball through it. 
------------------------------------------------- 
[Roger – I appreciate your concern.  
There is also the down slope around 
the back of the green waiting for 
high handicappers.  As a low 
handicapper myself, I didn’t have a 
ready response but a senior friend of 
mine suggests you try laying up in 
the landing area between the 
bunkers on the right side of the 
green.  It takes the bunkers out of 
play and gives you some length of 
green to land on when chipping in]. 
------------------------------------------------- 
Dear Roger, I have trouble reading 
the greens.  I have read some tips on 
this and if I completed all the 
processes described, I would 
contribute significantly to slow play 
each and every hole.  Are there 
some basis steps (“Reading Greens 
101”) that I could apply which would 
give me a basis for further learning? 
------------------------------------------------- 
[Roger – I am asked this question a 
lot.  My basic tips are – (i) assess the 
undulations on the green as you 
approach the green, (ii) look at the 
line from your ball to the flag, (iii) if 
you get a chance assess the line from 
the other side of the hole and most 
importantly (iv) get your ball on the 
green as close as you can to the hole 
as it takes a lot of the problems out 
of play. It also lets you assess the 
pace and variations of other players 
putts.  One final point, have your 
practice putts on the practice green 
and not on greens 1-3!]. 
------------------------------------------------ 
Dear Roger, 
What is your favourite NTGC hole? 
[Roger – The café. Coffee is great]. 

GUEST COLUMN 
with  
Olweys Wright 
 

Dear Olweys, 
Do you agree with 
having separate men’s and ladies 
tees? With the significant improve-
ment in the skills of women players, 
why not let women test themselves 
against a universal layout. 
[Olweys – This is an interesting 
thought.  At North Turramurra the 
difference between tees is mainly 
distance related. The 11th and 13th 
holes are Par 5s for women and Par 
4s for men. The 4th hole with the 
wetland in front of the tee would be 
clearly a more difficult hole than at 
present for women. However on 
many other courses the difference is 
not just distance related and tee 
positions can be quite different. This 
is worth discussing as there could be 
course management benefits here]. 
------------------------------------------------ 
Dear Olweys, 
Are more women playing golf? 
[Olweys – the Keiser University 
College of Golf in Florida, USA 
advises that 20% of golfers around 
the world are women. Significantly 
67% of all new golfers are women]. 
------------------------------------------------- 

 

 
 

 WISE WORDS FROM BOBBY JONES 
 

Bobby Jones (1902 – 1971) was an 
American amateur golfer who was 
one of the most influential figures in 
the history of golf. He never played 
golf as a professional and was a 
lawyer by profession.  He won the 
US Open 4 times, the British Open 3 
times, the US Amateur title 5 times 
and the British Amateur title once.  
He founded the Augusta National 
Golf Course and co founded The 
Masters Tournament. 
 

Bobby Jones said: 
 

Golf is the closest game to the game 
we call life. You get bad breaks from 
good shots; you get good breaks 
from bad shots - but you have to 
play the ball where it lies.      
 ------------------------------------------- 
Golf is assuredly a mystifying game. 
It would seem that if a person has 
hit a golf ball correctly a thousand 
times, he should be able to 
duplicate the performance at will. 
But such is certainly not the case.      
------------------------------------------------ 
Golf is a game that is played on a 
five-inch course that's the distance 
between your ears.  

 

---------------------------------------------
The secret of golf is to turn three 
shots into two. 
------------------------------------------------
It is nothing new or original to say 
that golf is played one stroke at a 
time. But it took me many years to 
realize it. 
------------------------------------------------
Golf is the only game I know of that 
actually becomes harder the longer 
you play it. 
------------------------------------------------
Many shots are spoiled at the last 
instant by efforts to add a few more 
yards. 
------------------------------------------------
If there is a watchword or slogan 
that a golfer should always 
remember is to avoid tension.  
His first position should be as 
natural and comfortable as he can 
possibly make it. 
 

------------------------------------------------
- 
 

 

Picture above shows Clayton Currie in 
full flight in the recent Major Pennants  


